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2026 CENTRAL SOUTH ISLAND (YEAR 7 in 2025) CRICKET FESTIVAL 

FESTIVAL PLAYING CONDITIONS 

FESTIVAL ELEMENTS 

The FESTIVAL is intended to provide for all teams to play shorter and longer format matches against 

comparable opposition with the opportunity for team coaches to work with their players during the 

matches to put previous coaching experiences into action in a match situation. 

PLAYERS 

This FESTIVAL is ONLY open to players who were in school year 7 in 2025.  

Players who have participated in the January Yr 8 Festivals at a higher level should not be taking part in 

this Festival as it is a development level festival for the next group coming through. 

Please contact SC Cricket regarding dispensations for people from other year groups. 

TEAMS/UMPIRES 

Teams to consist of 10 players. Teams may bring more than 10 players, however a batting 10 and a 

bowling 10 should be nominated prior to the start of each match. Max 11 players per match. 

The nominated teams should be given to the opposition coach prior to the toss and the start of play. 

Only 9 players to be on the field at any one time!! 
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Coaches to umpire ideally. We encourage coaches to create coaching opportunities during play in 

which the players will learn. LBW’s are in play, but we would not expect them to be given unless a 

player is “hit on the back leg 3 times in a row”. 

If a team only has 9 players then the coach can choose between the player who scored the least runs 

or faced the least deliveries to bat again as the 10th batter. 

Retired players can return in the order they retired before the 10th batter is able to be used in teams 

with only 9 players. 

PODs 

All players should get equal opportunities to bat, bowl & field throughout the FESTIVAL. 

To improve the likelihood of this happening all Festivals in Canterbury this season have invoked the 

POD system. Attached to the email you will find a breakdown of how the POD system works and is 

implemented. 

For this Festival you will run the pods for the first 3 matches giving everyone a go at the three areas 

and on the final day you can create a new pod or continue as you like, but the rules regarding when 

players can bowl will still apply on the final match. 

For those coaches not familiar with the POD system please contact your local cricket development 

officer else contact the Festival Coach Developer Shane Gilkison (Gilky) 0210 231 3118. 

Shane will be getting in touch with all the coaches to discuss the Festival prior to arrival. 

TEAM ENTRY CONDITIONS 

Entries will have been sent to your District Association after previous verbal or written contact. 

An entry fee of $150 (+ GST) per team will cover the following: 

• FESTIVAL Administration, Venue Management & Draws 

• Ground hire 

 

Teams are expected to supply; 

• All teams are responsible for their own Health and Safety during the event and all teams should 

have their own First Aid Kits.  

• Balls – 1 new 142gm (2 piece) red ball per day per team (Kookaburra Crown recommended). 

Same ball can be used for both T20 matches on Day 1. 
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EQUIPMENT 

• Equipment: Each team shall provide its own full set of gear (including balls) – stumps/bails etc 

will be provided by the host Association. 

• Dress: Players shall wear normal cricket attire i.e white pants. We have no issues with teams 

wearing coloured tops (and pants if available) to support their region and/or sponsors. 

•  Scoring. Scoreboards shall be provided by the host association. Each team shall provide its own 

scorer, scorebook or online scoring device. 

• *Note: If teams wish to score via PlayHQ then they will need to ensure their administrators 

have loaded their teams into the Festival team they are playing for. 

• Please ensure that players profiles are set to public so that supporters from afar can follow 

them accurately. Sometimes it sets to private by default so go to the bottom of the child’s 

profile and where it says Privacy, make sure it is set to public. 

• Teams should also bring a book in case the scorers are not au fait with PlayHQ or we have IT 

issues.  

•  

HOURS OF PLAY  

Any variation in the hours of play shall be notified to all team managers prior to the commencement of 

the FESTIVAL or, in the case of variation because of weather, the commencement of the day’s play. 

Matches will commence at 11.00am on the first day (allow travel time) and 10:30am on both 

subsequent days. There is a 30 minute break between innings in 40 over matches. 

The 2nd 20/20 matches on the Friday must commence by 2.45pm. 10 mins break between innings in 

the 20/20 matches. If both teams are ready to play before that time you are welcome to start earlier 

Drinks will be taken mid-way through each innings of all matches, or more often on hot days. 

THE TOSS 

The toss which can be taken via coin toss or bat flip must take place 30 minutes before the start of 

play. If a team is unavailable at this time the team present shall be allowed to make the decision 

whether to bat or bowl first. If on day one you are travelling and running late and have notified the 

Festival Manager, exceptions may be allowed, but fundamentally an erly toss allows teams to prepare 

properly to start and ensures matches should run on time. 

VENUES 

The venues for the event are at four main locations in South Canterbury, being Celtic Sports Ground, 

Aorangi Oval, Ashbury Park 4 and Pleasant Point Domain. We also may need to use School Park 

(backup artificials), Anzac Square (backup artificial), Ashbury Park (backup artificials). On Day 3 a 

match for the team playing North Otago will be scheduled for Oamaru (probably at Weston Park). 
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PITCHES  

18 metres from wicket to wicket. 

Boundaries are to be no more than 40 metres from the centre of the pitch. 

DURATION/OVERS  

All matches will be of one innings duration.  

Normal six ball over format applies. A maximum of 8 balls per over inclusive of no balls and wides. 

The over rate should be maintained at approximately 20 overs per hour. There is no penalty for slow 

over rates. 

If a team is bowled out before the end of their allotted overs, it is expected that they be given the 

opportunity to bat again to use up the remaining overs. The score will be noted at the loss of 9 wickets 

and that will be the official score for that team. There is no need to keep the score after this. Also, if a 

team batting 2nd passes the 1st innings score, it is expected that they have the option of being allowed 

to bat their full allocation of overs. Coaches to liaise around this. 

BOWLING RESTRICTIONS  

• 7 overs per day per bowler (4 overs max per spell. But ideally all players (other than keeper) 

should get a minimum of two overs per day) in all 40 over matches.  

• 3 overs per match per bowler in 20/20 matches. 

• The bowling will take place in 1 over allotments from each end. 

• Run ups for bowlers should not exceed 15 metres (from the stumps). 

BATTING RESTRICTIONS  

All Batters must retire when they have faced 60 balls (40 over). 20/20 matches (25 ball retirement). 

Any no-balls faced by Batters count towards their total balls faced. Batters may be retired early in 

order to give all players a turn to bat during an innings. 

All dismissals apply from the onset of a batter’s innings i.e. no grace period 

Batters who retire may resume their innings in the same order they retired once all their team has 

batted. Batters may not be prematurely retired in order for a previously retired batsman to return 

unless Retired Hurt. 

The 10th batter can be used in teams with only 9 players but only after eligible retired batters have 

batted again. 

ALL BATTERS MUST WEAR HELMETS.  
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FIELDING RESTRICTIONS  

No fielder may stand closer than 10 metres from the striking batsman (other than slip/gully 

fieldsmen).  

** At all times two fielders must be placed on the boundary (or within about 5 metresof the 

boundary).  

We have noticed that some coaches had a habit of setting ring fields in prvious seasons and it was 

especially noticeable when we had lightening outfields that often the ring field didn’t stop the single 

and nor was a boundary stopped. Having two fielders placed on the boundary not only opens up some 

gaps, but also hopefully gives the players or captains something to think about in placing other fielders 

which is good development for the youngsters. So depending on how good the bowlers are we expect 

to see perhaps a cover sweeper, or mid-wicket, or when necessary a third man fine leg in place. This 

may also help bowlers understand they have to try and bowl one side of the wicket or have no 

protection for poor short balls and ideally learn from that too. 

ALL WICKETKEEPERS STANDING WITHIN 5 METRES OF THE STUMPS MUST WEAR HELMETS.  

WIDES/NO BALLS 

Wides & No Balls – Prior to the start of play team coaches should agree on what will be called wides 

and/or no balls. As a guide any off-side or leg-side delivery which in the opinion of the Umpire does 

not give the batsman a reasonable opportunity to score should be called a Wide.  

Dangerous Deliveries 

 Any short pitched delivery which passes or would have passed above shoulder height when the striker 

is standing in his or her normal position shall be called a “No Ball”. 

 Any delivery that passes on the full above waist height of a striker standing in his or her normal 

position shall be called a “No Ball”. 

FESTIVAL PHILOSOPHY  

While cricket is inherently competitive, the aim is for all players to have opportunities to develop, 

learn and perform at their best in a challenging but supportive environment. This is the primary focus 

and should not be compromised for the sake of the result.  

There is a balance between player development and winning. Providing players with a quality cricket 

experience and focusing on the process of learning takes precedence over the outcome of the 

match/FESTIVAL.  

When on the field, the emphasis is on performing at the player’s best in an effort to win, but not by 

limiting experiences to only a select few players. These players are often the early maturer’s who are 
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naturally stronger at that particular point in time. Late developers often end up achieving greater long-

term success in the game as they spend longer acquiring and developing skills (Technical, Tactical, 

Mental) before developing physically.  

Every ball in a match presents an opportunity for learning and those experiences shouldn’t be limited 

to the few as childhood success is NOT a reliable predictor of future success.  

(See full our full Coaching Philosophy and Etiquette documents attached which we would love coaches 

to see and pass on to players, especially around etiquette.) 

GENERAL – MANAGERS COACHES 

Due to travel and location of matches on the first day we will not hold a ‘managers’ meeting, so please 

ensure your coaches and managers have received a copy of this and the philosophies. This FESTIVAL is 

a participation FESTIVAL where results are secondary to the enjoyment and involvement and 

development of the children involved. The spirit of cricket applies at all times, players are reminded to 

encourage their teammates and not to bad-mouth or belittle the opposition. Please ensure at all times 

that the matches are played with this in mind. Read the attached ‘Cricket Etiquette’ document for 

more information about this. There will be no official FESTIVAL winner.  

Common sense to prevail at all times. 

FESTIVAL Contacts: Shane Gilkison (Gilky) 0210 231 3118, Mark Medlicott 027 269 8654. 
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GROUND LOCATION MAPS 

Aorangi Oval  https://maps.app.goo.gl/8MzePMmQWqMghxdFA  

Pleasant Point Domain https://goo.gl/maps/e4T5bC4M6a8bm7oy5  
 
Celtic Sports Ground https://goo.gl/maps/9Upc9Ayyj4EH9yrY8 
 
School Park (reserve if wet) https://goo.gl/maps/hpNTtB9uu2hxMoQ28  
 
ANZAC Square (reserve if wet) https://maps.app.goo.gl/rSmngVngjpYhBFGG9  
 
Ashbury Park (reserve if wet)  https://maps.app.goo.gl/5S8427k7Z2rPpNT37  
 
Weston Park, Weston, North Otago https://maps.app.goo.gl/DPKoXxS1KLKg4dBi9  
 
Ground & Pitch Maps 
 
Pleasant Point Domain 
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Celtic Sports Ground 
 

 
 
Ashbury Park 
 
(Parking in Briscoes Car Park to left of No 4 in photo below on Evans St, or via Te Weka St to Park View 
Terrace. Turn at lights to go to CBAY Swimming Pool and Caroline Bay).Artificials are No’s 3 and 5. 
 

 

http://www.southcanterburycricket.co.nz/
mailto:sccricket@xtra.co.nz


Graeme Blanchard Cricket Centre, Morgans Rd, PO Box 335, TIMARU 7940  PH: 686 3377 Mob: 0272698654 
Website: www.southcanterburycricket.co.nz     Email: sccricket@xtra.co.nz 

Aorangi Oval 
 

 
 
Weston Park, Oamaru 
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Pool 1       Pool 2 
South Canterbury      Mid Canterbury 
Dunedin Koura      Dunedin Kikorangi 
Southland Country      Invercargill Metro 
Otago Country       North Otago 
 
16th January 2026 – 11.00am start 
T20 Match – Game 1 
South Canterbury v Dunedin Koura  @  Pleasant Point 1 
Otago Country v Southland Country  @ Pleasant Point 2 
 
Mid Canterbury v North Otago  @ Pleasant Point 4 (artificial) 
Dunedin Kikorangi v Invercargill Metro @ Pleasant Point 3 
 

2.45pm start 
T20 Match – Game 2 
South Canterbury v Southland Country  @  Pleasant Point 4 (artificial) 
Dunedin Kikorangi v North Otago   @ Pleasant Point 2 
 
Otago Country v Dunedin Koura   @ Pleasant Point 1 
Mid Canterbury v Invercargill Metro  @ Pleasant Point 3 
 
17th January 2026 – 10.30am start 
40 Over Match –  
South Canterbury v Otago Country  @  Aorangi Oval 
Dunedin Koura v Southland Country   @ Pleasant Point 3 
 
Mid Canterbury v Dunedin Kikorangi  @ Pleasant Point 1 
Invercargill Metro v North Otago  @ Pleasant Point 2 
 

18th January 2024 – 10.30am start 
40 Over Match –  
TBA  v TBA    @  Aorangi Oval 
TBA v TBA     @ Pleasant Point 1 
TBA v TBA    @ Pleasant Point 3 
North Otago v TBA    @ Weston Park, Oamaru (TBC) 
 

 
To view online visit 
 https://www.playhq.com/new-zealand-cricket/org/south-canterbury-cricket-association/summer-
202526/central-south-island-year-7-festival-2026/282647b7/R1 
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