
NZC PLAYER ELIGIBILITY REGULATIONS 

1. NATIONAL ELIGIBILITY 

1.1 The NZC Player Eligibility Regulations are aligned to and should be read in 
conjunction with the ICC Player Eligibility Regulations. 

1.2 The purpose of these regulations is to ensure that players eligible to represent 
New Zealand (in accordance with the ICC Player Eligibility Regulations) are 
prioritised for selection in domestic competitions, supporting NZC’s high- 
performance strategy for the development of the BLACKCAPS and WHITE FERNS. 

1.3 An eligible player (referred to as a “qualified” player in the ICC Eligibility 
Regulations) is one who can represent the BLACKCAPS or WHITE FERNS under 
ICC Player Eligibility Regulations. 

2. DOMESTIC ELIGIBILITY 

2.1 The NZC Domestic Eligibility Criteria apply to all NZC Domestic Competitions 
(Plunket Shield, Ford Trophy, Hallyburton Johnstone Shield, and Men’s and 
Women’s Super Smash) and District Association Hawke Cup Elimination and 
Challenge matches. 

2.2 A Player may apply to NZC to be deemed to be a Resident Player if they can 
demonstrate that they have had their primary and permanent home in New 
Zealand for the immediately preceding three years.  Upon NZC providing written 
confirmation to the Player that they have satisfied the criteria, they would then be 
considered an eligible player under Article 1.3 of these Regulations.  The Player 
must continue to meet the criteria yearly to maintain NZC Resident Player status.  
For the avoidance of doubt, once a Resident Player has represented the 
BLACKCAPS or WHITE FERNS they will not be required to continue to meet the 
NZC Resident Player criteria. 

2.3 NZC provides exemptions for certain players, who are currently ineligible to 
represent the BLACKCAPS or WHITE FERNS under the ICC Player Eligibility 
Regulations (referred to as “unqualified” players in the ICC Player Eligibility 
Criteria), to compete in NZC’s domestic competitions. 

2.4 The following three (3) categories of players are ineligible to represent the 
BLACKCAPS or WHITE FERNS under the ICC’s Player Eligibility Regulations but 
may compete in NZC’s domestic competitions, subject to the criteria outlined in 
Article 3. 
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(a) Qualifying Player 

A player who is not currently eligible to be selected for the BLACKCAPS or 
WHITE FERNS or available for selection for another country's national team 
and who: 

(i) has declared their intention, in writing to NZC, to become eligible to 
represent the BLACKCAPS or WHITE FERNS; 

(ii) has played in New Zealand for three (3) consecutive seasons and/or 
resided in New Zealand for a continuous period of not less than 18 
months, immediately following their declaration; and 

(iii) continues to demonstrate their ongoing commitment to becoming 
eligible for the BLACKCAPS or WHITE FERNS to the satisfaction of 
NZC and the NZCPA. 

(b) A Player holding a Permanent Residency Visa 

A player holding a New Zealand Permanent Residency Visa who is not 
currently eligible for selection for the BLACKCAPS or WHITE FERNS. 

(c) Overseas Player 

A female Player who is not eligible to play for the WHITE FERNS and does 
not meet the criteria outlined in Article 2.4(a) above (Qualifying Player). 

3. INELIGIBLE PLAYER EXEMPTIONS IN DOMESTIC COMPETITIONS 

3.1 The following criteria provide pathways for ineligible players (unqualified players), 
who are currently not eligible to represent the BLACKCAPS or WHITE FERNS 
under the ICC’s Eligibility Regulations, to compete in NZC domestic 
competitions. 

3.2 Qualifying Player 

Players who meet the Qualifying Player criteria set out in Article 2.4(a) may 
compete in all NZC domestic competitions, subject to the following: 

 
(a) A Major Association may select a maximum of two (2) Qualifying Players in 

their final playing XI for the Plunket Shield, Ford Trophy, Hallyburton 
Johnstone Shield, and Men’s Super Smash competitions. 

(b) A Major Association may select a maximum of two (2) Qualifying Players in 
their final playing XI for the Women’s Super Smash competition, subject 
to Article 3.4(d)(i) below. 



(c) Players who meet the criteria in Article 2.4(a) may be contracted by 
Major Associations but are subject to the criteria set out in this Article 3.2. 

(d) In exceptional circumstances, NZC and the NZCPA may agree to consider 
an application by a player to be considered a Qualifying Player without 
fulfilling the criteria set out in Article 2.4(a). In such circumstances, the 
player must clearly demonstrate, to the satisfaction of NZC and the NZCPA 
that they are committed to becoming eligible to play for the BLACKCAPS or 
WHITE FERNS and residing permanently in New Zealand. 

3.3 A Player holding a Permanent Residency Visa 

(a) A player holding a Permanent Residency Visa will be deemed an “eligible” 
player in the context of NZC domestic competitions. 

(b) Players who meet the criteria in Article 2.4(b) may be contracted by 
Major Associations without restrictions. 

3.4 Overseas Players 

(a) A player who meets the Overseas Player criteria set out in Article 2.4(c) will 
be deemed an “ineligible” player in the context of NZC domestic 
competitions. 

(b) An Overseas Player may not be awarded a Domestic Contract by Major 
Associations but may receive a casual contract to compete in the 
Women’s Super Smash Competition. 

(c) An Overseas Player is not eligible to be selected by Major Associations for 
Plunket Shield, Ford Trophy, Hallyburton Johnstone Shield, or Men’s Super 
Smash matches. 

(d) Major Associations are entitled to select a maximum of two (2) Overseas 
Players for each Women’s Super Smash match, subject to the following: 

(i) The number of Overseas Players and Qualifying Players in the final 
playing XI does not exceed a maximum of three (3) at any time. 

(ii) To be eligible to play in a Women’s Super Smash Elimination Final or 
Grand Final, an Overseas Player must have been selected in the 
team’s playing XI and played during the pool phase of the Women’s 
Super Smash competition, within the same season. 

(e) It is the duty of a Major Association to comply with the following process 
before contracting or selecting any Overseas Player: 

(i) the Major Association must make a request to NZC (providing a 
copy to the NZCPA) before signing an Overseas player. 



(ii) NZC shall consider the request in good faith in accordance with the 
following: 

(aa) Whether there are any players in the Major Association’s 
local competitions or elsewhere in New Zealand (including 
the other Major Associations); 

(bb) Whether contracting an Overseas Player is in the best 
interests of the Domestic Competition and/or the game of 
cricket in New Zealand; 

(cc) The extent to which contracting the Overseas Player is 
consistent with the Major Association’s player succession 
plan; and 

(dd) The profile and experience of the Overseas Player 
(specifically the level and extent of any international 
experience). 

(iii) NZC shall not unreasonably withhold its consent to a Major 
Association contracting an Overseas Player and will inform the 
Major Association of its decision within seven (7) days of receiving a 
written request. 

(iv) Once the Major Association has received NZC’s written no objection 
confirmation, it is the responsibility of the Major Association to 
arrange a “No Objections Certificate” (NOC) from the Player’s home 
board, prior to contracting or selecting the player. 

(v) The Major Association can only announce the signing of the 
Overseas Player once it has received notification of “no objection” 
from NZC and NZC has received the player’s fully signed NOC. 

4. MAJOR ASSOCIATION CONTRACTING DUTIES 

4.1 Before contracting or selecting any player whose eligibility is in question, a Major 
Association must submit the player’s eligibility status to NZC and the NZCPA for 
confirmation. NZC and the NZCPA may, at their discretion, investigate and decide 
on the player’s eligibility based on any evidence they deem fit, and may 
announce their decision at any point via email or letter. 

4.2 Players who are ineligible to represent the BLACKCAPS or WHITE FERNS, 
(Qualifying Player, Permanent Residency Visa holders, and Overseas Player) are 
not barred from representing a District Association in the District Association 
Cup competition if they meet the competition regulations. 



4.3 No player may represent more than one Major Association in the same season at 
First-Class or List-A level (i.e. Plunket Shield, Ford Trophy, Men’s Super Smash for 
male players, and Hallyburton Johnstone Shield and Women’s Super Smash for 
female players) without NZC’s express written sanction or under an approved loan 
system. 

5. WOMEN’S DOMESTIC COMPETITION – LOAN PLAYER SYSTEM 

5.1 A player wishing to be loaned must approach their home Major Association 
coach requesting to be loaned. 

5.2 An away Major Association approaches a potential loan player through the home 
Major Association coach. 

5.3 A player is loaned by the home Major Association to the away Major Association 
for a specified period of time. 

5.4 NZC must be informed in writing of the loan prior to its commencement, and a 
loan form signed by both Major Associations and the player must be lodged with 
NZC. 

5.5 Extensions must be supported by all parties and submitted to NZC for approval. 

5.6 Each Major Association may field up to two loan players per match in the 
Women’s Domestic Competition. 

5.7 If injuries occur mid-round, loan players may be requested and must be approved 
by all parties, including NZC, prior to the match. 

5.8 NZC must be informed in writing of the loan prior to its commencement, and a 
loan form signed by both Major Associations and the player must be lodged with 
NZC. 

5.9 Extensions must be supported by all parties and submitted to NZC for approval. 

5.10 Each Major Association may field up to two loan players per match in the 
Women’s Domestic Competition. 

6. HAWKE CUP ELIGIBILITY 

6.1 A player shall be eligible to play in a Challenge or Elimination match if the player 
is: 

(a) A player deemed “eligible” to play for the BLACKCAPS or WHITE FERNS 
under the ICC Player Eligibility Regulations, an Overseas Player, a Player 
holding a Permanent Residency Visa or a Qualifying Player (as these are 
defined above), and 



(b) Qualifies to play for a District Association through playing all their 
current seasons’ club cricket in that district; or 

(c) Has lived no less than 3 years in the District between the ages of 5 and 18 
years. 

6.2 No player shall represent more than one District Association in the same season 
without the express sanction of NZC. 

6.3 All Overseas Players and Qualifying Players playing in Hawke Cup Challenges or 
Elimination matches must be declared to the opposition captain at the coin toss. 

6.4 A District Association may play no more than one Overseas Player or Qualifying 
Player in a Hawke Cup Challenge or Elimination match, provided that such 
Overseas Player or Qualifying Player must have played or is playing all of their 
current season’s club cricket in that district. 

6.5 An Overseas Player or Qualifying may become exempt from Article 6.1(b) and 
6.1(c) and may be classified as a local player for a specific District Association (for 
Hawke Cup Elimination and Challenge matches only) if they have played club 
cricket for the previous 3 seasons within the same district. An eligibility request 
for such a player is required from the District Association via the Major 
Association to New Zealand Cricket at any time following the completion of the 
Overseas Player’s third season of cricket within the district.  Any exemption 
granted under this clause shall only apply to the specific District Association and 
if an Overseas Player or Qualifying Player moves District Associations they shall 
not be deemed to be a local player for such new District Association and shall be 
counted as the sole Overseas Player or Qualifying Player eligible for selection 
pursuant to clause 6.4. 

7. HAWKE CUP LOAN PLAYERS 

Each Hawke Cup Zone may implement a loan player scheme for Elimination 
Matches only. No loan players are eligible for Challenge Matches. Zone 
coordinators must notify NZC, via the relevant Major Association, of loan player 
arrangements at least 10 working days before the first game. 

8. NZC OVERRIDING DISCRETION 

8.1 NZC may allow any player to be contracted or selected by a Major Association if it 
deems it in the best interest of New Zealand cricket. 

8.2 NZC is the sole arbiter of these regulations and holds the power to amend them. 

8.3 Any NZC decision is final and cannot be appealed. 

 


